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What’s been happening these past 12 months?    

I should start by saying I‟ve not always been a professional artist and am relatively new to 

the industry.  Back in 2011 I started painting street scenes whilst exploring a new career 

path.  Last year I embarked on a CELTA teaching qualification and am pleased to an-

nounce I passed.   My life in front of the canvas can sometimes be on hold but when I find 

the time it brings me a lot of joy to see the results.    Having landed a part-time job teach-

ing English to foreign students, I have found more time to paint. 

2017 saw the launch of 6 new paintings. I have darted around South London for this re-

cent collection. My initial inspiration was to capture the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  I 

ended up painting two scenes of Greenwich and another of Blackheath.  This historic and 

touristic part of London has an air of innocents with its old architecture and historical 

references.  My fourth painting naturally had to be of Bermondsey, with a scene of Ber-

mondsey street which is close to my heart.  My fifth choice was of Borough High Street, 

having painted this location before I‟m always trying to improve on my past creations and 

feel I‟ve captured this location with the cyclists eagerly jostling for the lead.  My sixth 

choice  was to paint St Katharine dock.  I realise this fantastic location could easily com-

mand many more paintings but will leave that for another day.   

Why do you  focus on Street scenes? 

Its hard to say why I love street scenes so much.  I‟ve always admired architecture and the 

creative nature a building can have on its surroundings.  When faced with the beauty of 

the natural world few man made creations can compete but in some mystical way a street 

scene for me will always hold an air of escapism. 

What advice would you give a new artist? 

The moment of absolute certainty never arrives.  No one knows your mind better then 

yourself but with a plan your more likely to succeed. 

WHAT NEXT 

Having said a plan is the key to success, I might also confess flexibility and the ability to 

change it frequently is as important.  I will always concentrate on Street scenes and as I‟ve 

claimed before would love to paint all the corners of London.  My aim thus remains the 

same but in the short term will explore the different light and dark scenarios in such 

scenes.  You will have to wait and see but rest assured it will be like nothing you have 

scene before.  
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST 

 Which living artist do you admire 

and why?  mrodwell. 

 Which of your creations is your 

favourite and why? All is Design 

 Would you recommend anyone to 

take this up as a hobby? Hand-
made by Inger. 

 

 



“I’m drawn to lesser known artists who are fringe.” - M.Rodwell 

Which painting is your best?   

With every painting I am usually trying something 

slightly different.  Some techniques require a new 

skill or different approach which is always exciting.  

To choose from over 46 different paintings is diffi-

cult.  I have my favourites for various reasons.  I‟m 

probably drawn to the scene featuring East Dulwich 

with the dark clouds.  I love the light and dark and the optimism of the driver in the soft 

top.  It reminds me of the expression of the glass being half full.  Possible a self reflection 

of my own personality at times. 

 

Which living artist do you admire and why? 

I‟m a little neolithic in my appreciation of art.  As a result my choice of artists sadly dates 

back to those who have passed away. Alternatively I am drawn to lesser known artists 

who are fringe.  The artist who comes to mind is a Vietnamese artist Duong Huy. He cre-

ates these exquisite oil paintings of country scenes set in Vietnam. 

 

Do you sell original paintings? 

I do sell original paintings and encourage people to book a viewing.  I don‟t often organise  

gallery exhibitions and therefore it makes it difficult for people to see the originals hence 

my open invitation.    I have always encouraged print selling knowing that they make a 

fantastic addition to home/business with there bright Scandinavian colours.   

 

  Interview with Magnus Rodwell of mrodwell.com/shop 
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MINI ADVENTURE WITH ALL IS DESIGN 

What inspired you to create 3d Art 

work?  

Inspired by the small architectural 
models of cars and people I wanted 
to create something people could 
relate to.  London was the obvious 
choice so I set about working with 
landmarks, incorporating the fun 
sized models to make something 
different.  The result was my 3D art 
work, motivated by this great city. 

 

Which of your creations is your fa-

vourite and why? 

It‟s got to be the graphic map fea-
turing Mr Beans „Mini Morris‟.  It 

captures the fun of the TV show, 
featuring the fresh green colour 
Mini which is incredibly cute.  The 
map is like a mini adventure that 
Mr Bean he goes on. 

 

What can we expect in the future? 

I am working on new Pop-Art Lon-
don landmark graphics to comple-
ment the one featuring the Shard. 

 

Interview with Marta Mrugala-Kramarczyk 

of „All is Design‟ 

www.mrodwell.com/allisdesign 
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“My first attempt were tea towels.” - Handmade by Inger 

 

For more gift idea‟s 

 

www.mrodwell.com/

inger-interior 
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LOOMING WONDERFUL   

Where did you learn to weave? 

I learnt to weave while on holiday in Sweden in 2000. I Bought a book about weaving and 
embarked on a 10 lessons course. It was a lot to take in and every spare moment was 
spent reading the book. To learn all the names such as heddles and reed to name a couple 
took time. With very little experience we left for home. I was determined to go it alone 
and ordered a Glimakra loom and lots of spare equipment and yarn.  My first attempt 
were tea towels. They were wrongly wound on the winder and caused me no end of extra 
work but I was determined  to get it right the next time. The tea towels were a real success 
even though I had made many mistakes before I got it right.  

 

What is the most difficult part of the process? 

There are many tricky situations when you work with a loom. First you need a winder to 
wind on the yarn and here you must make sure that the number of threads are correct 
otherwise you make it more difficult for yourself later on. All problems that occur can be 
corrected and that is a bonus when you weave. I don't think there is one thing in particu-
lar that is difficult but as I will stress to anyone taking up this hobby. You must be patient 
and very particular because anything badly woven is not worth having. 

 

Would you recommend anyone to take this  up as a hobby? 

I should strongly recommend anyone interested in weaving to take up this hobby but 
there are a few things to think about. You need a lot of patience because it takes time and 
it is all too easy to make a mistake which has got to be corrected. It is also very expensive 
to purchase the raw material. You also need someone to help you transfer the yarn to the 
loom. 

 

What sort of things can you weave on a loom? 

A loom is a very versatile apparatus. I have used mine to weave silk scarves, curtains, tea 
towels, bath towels, oven cloths, carpets, table mats, table runners and blankets. You can 
also weave materials for dress making, which I have not got round to yet. It is very popu-
lar amongst weavers to weave carpets out of second hand clothes, cut into strips. I have 
also made a jeans carpet, a little out of the ordinary. There are no end of items you can 
make on a loom. It is also possible to weave tablemats out of straw.   

 

Interview with Inger Rodwell  ‘Handmade by Inger’ 

www.mrodwell.com/linen 

Top tips for 

learning to 

weave: 

 Start small and 

buy a hand 

loom. 

 Buy a book 

about weaving. 

 Join a local 

weaving group 

for lessons. 

 Remember you 

will need a lot 

of space should 

you purchase a 

loom. 

 Keep persever-

ing with your 

endeavours.  

Swedish table runner design. 
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FAMILY DAY OUT. 

Don‟t miss the Bermondsey 

Festival.  What can you expect 

to see and do? 

 Art by MRodwell (Stall) - 

Meet the artist. 

 Variety of stalls featur-

ing the best in arts and 

crafts from the area. 

 A fantastic variety of 

food and beer. 

 Street music with bands 

playing. 

 Family friendly day out 

for all ages, including 

the kids. (example: face 

painting etc...). 

 Competitions and prizes 

on offer from local busi-

nesses. 

 A special Dog show by 

local business Holly and 

Lil 

BERMONDSEY STREET FESTIVAL 16 SEPT 2017 
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http://www.mrodwell.com/new-events/2017/9/16/bermondsey-street-festival-bermondsey-street-london-se1

